LESSON PLAN FOR ELA CLASSROOM: Writing Book Reviews
K. Wells 7th grade ELA Lesson Plan 
Subject Area ___ELA___ Level 7th grade      
Unit:  Book Review
	Applicable Unit Understandings

	A book review is an informational text for specific audience and purpose.

	Applicable Unit Essential Questions

	How are book reviews predictable in format, content, and tone?

	

	SC Academic Standards 

	7-4 TSW create written work that has a clear focus, sufficient detail, coherent organization, effective use of voice, and correct use of the conventions of written Standard American English.

	7-4.1, 7-4.2, 7-4.3, 7-4.4, 7-4.5, 7-4.6, 7-4.7 

	

	

	Lesson Segment
	Instructional Strategies
	Teacher Activities
	Student Tasks

	1
	Homework
	Assign book review collection for homework after showing examples from several magazines and newspaper publications
	TSW collect one example for class use.

	2
	Model from online review for Oh Yuck! By Joy Masoff
	TW read aloud review using LCD
	TSW follow text as read aloud.

	3
	Group Discussion
	TW ask students to assist making list for noticings chart
	TSW list all examples of either two reviews

	4
	Small group of 3-4
	TW give each student a review. 
	TSW work in small groups to create a list for their group of everything they notice about the 3 reviews they examine.

	5
	Time to Write
	Assign book review for non-fiction independent reading selection. Final draft to be completed on Publisher in preset template.
	TSW write a book review for selected book. Audience will be 7th grade students next year. 

	Materials and Resources

	· Non fiction selections for independent reading for each student.

· Copies of book reviews from selected magazines.

·  LCD projector for viewing model and group discussion. 
· Enough book reviews for each student to have one.
·  Predesigned noticings chart, or blank paper.


	Oh, Yuck! The Encyclopedia of Everything Nasty
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	Oh, Yuck! The Encyclopedia of Everything Nasty
Author: Joy Masoff
Publisher: Workman Publishing
Product: Book (212 pages)
Ages: 8 to 11
Cost: $23.95


	Oh yes, this book is definitely “oh yuck”! And terribly interesting too. Author Joy Masoff takes great delight in sharing the “grossities” of the world from A (as in Acne) all the way back to Z (as in Zits)! She shares the recipe for toe “jam” and farts too. Masoff really gets into the subject, dropping pearls of information that should make everyone at the dinner table blow chunks. This is more than just superficial information guaranteed to gain attention; we’re talking honest-to-goodness science facts coupled with some stomach-churning historical facts. Masoff also goes to the trouble of cross-referencing, allowing readers to fully absorb a particular subject. You should enjoy this thoroughly revolting book. (But whatever you do, do not look at the picture of finger warts on page 148—it’s truly, truly disgusting!)
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Anton Nakazawa
Age 10
This book was well-designed. I liked how the topics were listed in alphabetical order, the goop design on the edges, and the size and shape of the book. The subject was also grossly interesting. It’s something new and you don’t expect to find a book all about gross stuff. What I liked most about the book was what I learned and that it’s very funny too. Also, I enjoyed the stories about the past called, “The Putrid Past”. The only problem I found was the lack of colours. Only two colours were used to illustrate the book. I think they should have used more colours so readers could see how gross stuff really is! I learned a lot. For example, there are two kind of farts: noisy and silent (but oh-so-deadly). Different chemicals mixed together make that rotten egg smell. It was a lot of fun reading the book. The book is great to read because it’s funny and cool to find out all about these different things. The only thing I would change is to use more colours on the pages. What worked well was the funny drawings and the photos. They made me say, “Oh my gosh! That’s gross!” 
     I would say this book is excellent! It makes learning fun and I give it a 9 out of 10. The one word I would use to describe this book is: disgusting. The topic is so interesting though, that I would read other books just like it.

(Originally published in the Sept/Oct 2001 issue of YES Mag.)



BOOK REVIEW NOTICINGS CHART

Mentor text for whole class instruction was a review of Oh Yuck! The

Encyclopedia of Everything Nasty by Joy Masoff

1. Startling fact-that makes the reader want to find the book immediately and read it.

2. Opinion of the content

3. Explains why he likes it

4. Uses quotes from the book -

5. Tone of review is obviously enthusiastic (however, depends on if reviewer LIKES the book)

6. Interesting punctuation, quotations marks”“, dashes--, exclamation points! Parenthesis,

7. Invented language (i.e. “grossities”)
(Book review noticings chart cont’d)

8. Use of slang (blow chunks)

9. Awareness of audience by using terms kids know (see #8)

10. Hyphenated words

11. Rating system

12. Lists all the things in favor

13. Lists a couple of things he would have done differently

14. Talks about text features
STUDENT WRITING UNDER THE INFLUENCE 1
Book Review by Jack O.

Women of Hope is a book about how African-American women changed the world. Blacks could not vote because of their skin color is one example. Rosa Parks helped change the law about African Americans who could not sit in the front of the bus. Dr. King supported Parks in this movement and it became inspiring to people who believe in equal rights. 

This book is an empowering tribute to the ladies who would not take no for an answer and to those whose courage and creativity has made the world a better place for all of us. Coming from a boy, I enjoyed this book because I never knew how women impacted the world and this book showed be variety of reasons how women can change the world. I rate this book 3 out of 5 because each biography had a story to it and that taught me a lot. The book overall lacked quality. There are many books on African Americans and women that I have read and liked; this one is average. 

STUDENT WRITING UNDER THE INFLUENCE 2:

Book Review by Angela G.

What Happened to the Mammoths?

In this compelling piece of non-fiction, scientists unravel all sorts of wonders. How do seals stay underwater so long? How does the temperature affect the gender that a baby alligator is born of? Even learn secrets about your cat. What Happened to the Mammoths? is understandable, and the pictures are there to give some visual aid. This amazing work of writing explains many things you want to know. It even ha theories explaining what happened to the mammoths. There are pages and pages of amazing facts.

STUDENT WRITING UNDER THE INFLUENCE 3:

A Negro League Scrapbook by Zachary B.
What if you were a great baseball player but were not allowed to play in the major leagues because of the color of your skin? Imagine being a wonderful player and having a dream since you were a kid of playing in the major leagues, but your dream can’t be fulfilled just because you aren’t white.  This is how many African Americans felt in the Negro Leagues before Jackie Robinson broke the color barrier for professional baseball. Because of the color barrier some of the best baseball players ever in history never got to the big leagues.


During A Negro League Scrapbook you will meet some of the famous players and see what life was like playing in the Negro Leagues. Josh Gibson known as “the black Babe Ruth” hit over 900 homeruns in his career in the Negro Leagues with the Homestead Grays. James ”Cool Papa” Bell was known as the fastest man in baseball. His speed helped him snag hundreds of fly balls in the outfield. Satchel Paige was known for his outstanding pitching and made it to the Major Leagues when he was in his early 40’s.

Carole Boston Weatherford takes a classic look at the history of the Negro Leagues through mind-blowing facts, lively verse and photos of the outstanding ballplayers. This book contains thrilling facts and information on each page. I recommend it to all ages.

REFLECTION:

 
If I were to re-teach this lesson, I would make my own list prior to the whole group discussion. I would require they list title and author’s name, rather than assume they KNOW to include it, as well as publisher information. If writing for adolescent readers (which they were) it would be neat to include the availability through Scholastic Book Club as many students order for their personal collection. 
I would also pull out some straight summaries to contrast the difference between summary and review more vividly. Book advertisements in magazines were confused with book reviews by a couple of students. To showcase the differences among the three formats (ad, summary, review) side by side would be helpful. Also, a healthy collection of age appropriate periodicals is best.

