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Persuasive Speech Topic





Man Should Go to Mars

Exploration is in the human genome.  From the Eric the Red, Christopher Columbus, to Neil Armstrong man has never been content with a static society.  He has always wanted to seek out new places, search for treasures yet found, and spread his curiosity to the ends of the Earth.  Man needs to explore to progress as a species.  Investing in a mission to Mars is like investing in the minds of tomorrow.  Without hope of discovery the seeds of science are lost.  Without the investment of capital the explorers of tomorrow will wither away, like beautiful bulbs that never bloom because they were not fed.  We need to invest in a mission to Mars.  We need to go to Mars because the trip will produce plenty of high tech jobs, advanced applications of technology, and a burgeoning bulk of new scientist.


Man needs to explore to progress as a species.  As an explorer, support staff is needed to insure he arrives at his appointed destination.  It is hard to estimate how many jobs would actually be created but if you look at the sheer number of both high tech and support personnel it would require to develop the mission, solve the technological issues, and construct all of the needed equipment, you can see that a mission to Mars would provide high paying jobs to many American citizens.  Every type of scientist would be needed to solve the complex issues raised.  Physicist and medical doctors to solve radiation exposure issues, psychiatrist to solve mental health issues from the pressures of the flight, farmers and geneticist to solve food production issues, and a long list of hundreds of specialists would be needed to create an environment that the astronauts could live in and supply themselves with the vital material needed to travel the 35,000,000 to 250,000,000 mile trip and their reuniting return to Earth.  


 Man needs to explore to progress as a species.  As an explorer, man has searched the Earth for fabled treasures and has created new technologies as a result of his innovations that allowed him to overcome the obstacles he encountered along his quest for discovery.   The NASA Apollo Mission that help land the first man on the moon also led to the creation of a multitude of other innovations that not only helped the space race to the Moon but led to the application of these breaking edge technologies in practical ways that all Americans and the World could benefit from.  NASA technologies from the lunar landing trip led to the production of products like the following:  materials to keep the body cooler, treatments to simplify kidney dialysis, fitness equipment,  better athletic shoes, materials to insulate your home,  water filtration techniques, freeze-drying food, advanced techniques in circuitry, detection techniques of hazardous gases, lubricants that help in all applications, green building technologies, insulation of the Alaskan Pipeline, and flame-resistant textiles.  As you can see from past evidence the possibilities for the future technological achievements are fantastic.


  Man needs to explore to progress as a species.  As an explorer, man has not always been well schooled in the past.  Ancient explorers were self taught.  Today the science is so advanced that students need to be taught in a university setting.  We need students to study biology, physics, math, chemistry, geology, and other sciences but in order for them to make the horrifically huge financial investment there needs to be the prospect of future employment. The blog site, Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness provides are rational reason why American college students are not majoring in math and science.  

 “Today, Americans are not majoring in math and science programs.  The lack of math and science majors is a result of lack of market demand for jobs for math and science majors. It is a symptom, not a cause. The cause is the high cost of operating industries that utilize math and science majors in the United States. The cause is lack of US competitiveness, not because we don’t have science graduates or because individual citizens aren’t interested in math or science, but because US taxes, regulatory policies, and class action lawsuits, among other thing, penalize production of goods in the United States.  According to the US Bureau of Labor Statistics, in 2008 77.2% of employment was classified as service providing, with 15% in government, 13.2% in professional services, 11.8% in educational services, 10.8% in health services, and 10.2% in retail trade. Manufacturing, which would be serviced by math and science majors, is in decline at 8.9%, down from 34% in 1950, and expected to drop further to 7.4% in 2018.  Students are not stupid, they do not need to be coerced into pursuing certain degrees. They will pursue degrees that they feel will enable them to get a job. In fact, they will even borrow money to pursue such degrees. But, they will not invest over $100,000 in education that leads to unemployment.  President Obama wants colleges to turn out more math and science majors, but people will only pay for degrees that they think will give them a job. We just can’t ask colleges to produce more science and math students, we have to reverse the causes for the lack of jobs that require science and health majors.”(Ganderson)

This is article provides a perfect reason to invest in a mission to Mars.  The lure of high paying jobs in the Mars factory will produce a burgeoning bulk of new scientist.

Man needs to explore to progress as a species.  As an explorer, man will keep the possibilities of hope open for all.  Man needs to continually improve his lot in life in order to fill his thirst for something more.  Mars can fill that longing for all American’s and the people of the planet for adventure.  I believe we need to fund a mission to Mars because the trip will produce plenty of high tech jobs, advanced applications of technology, and a burgeoning bulk of new scientist.
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